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Term 4 Newsletter

From the Pr'wwipat’s deske

We have now arrived at the final term of the academic year. I'm sure the Pre-
Nursery and Nursery parents are generally amazed at the growth that has taken
place in their children in the course of the year. Remember what the first week was
like? For the parents whose children are in K2, there will be mixed feelings as your
children come to the close of their preschool years.

= Teachers’ Day Celebration

We would really like to extend our heartfelt thanks to the parents who coordinated
this event. All the teachers had to do was sit back and relax while the parents
handled the programme. The parents also provided a scrumptious and delightful
spread for the teachers. We felt so blessed!

Thank you once again to all the wonderful parents who made us feel so special. The
teachers are very appreciative of all your thoughtful gifts and gestures.

Annual Concert & K2 Graduation Ceremony

It’s that time of the year... the Annual Concert! This year, only the K1 and K2
children are involved, and as always, this will be a grand and special event for all,
especially for the K2 children who will be dressed in full graduation gown and
mortar board. It will indeed be a memorable event!

Finally...

| hope this term will be especially meaningful to the K2 children, many of whom
would have spent three to four years with us in St James’ Church Kindergarten.

7

Jacqueline Chung 7 &

Principal
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Term 4 Calendar

pur THES N YOUE
Q CALENDAR Public & School Holidays

e Children’s Day : Friday 7 October 2011

e Post-concert holiday : Monday 24 October 2011

e Deepavali : Wednesday 26 October 2011

e Hari Raya Haji : Sunday & Monday, 6 & 7 November 2011

Special Events

1. Children’s Day Celebration & Kindermusik Presentation (Nursery and Pre-Nursery)
Date Thursday 6 October 2011
Time Regular school hours

A speci al Children’s Day programme for the

2. Annual Concert Full-dress Rehearsal
Dates : 20 October 2011 (Session 1) — No classes for Session 2
21 October 2011 (Session 2) — No classes for Session 1
Time 8.15am—-2.30 pm

NO CLASSES for-Rrgsery & Mrsery children on these 2 days

3. Annual Concert
Date : Saturday 22 October 2011
Times : 10.30 am — 12.00 noon (Session 1 Concert)

2.30 pm —4.00 pm (Session 2 Concert)

4. Excursions
Dates : Wednesday 2 November 2011 (Sessions 1 & 3)
Thursday 3 November 2011 (Session 2)
Times : 8.15am — 2.30 pm (Session 1)

8.15 am — 2.30 pm (Session 2)
11.45 am — 5.45 pm (Session 3)
Your tild comes to schoalnlyon the day of the excursion.

5. Year-End Class Party

Date : Wednesday 16 November 2011
Time Regular school hours
Attire Party clothes

Last day of school for RMursery, Nursery & K1 children

6. K2 Graduation Camp
Dates : Thursday & Friday, 17 & 18 November 2011
Time : 8.30am —-3.30 pm
A special camp faall our K2 childne
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Curriculum & Suggested Activities

| English
e U - asinumbrella bird e X - asin ox
e V - asinvole e Y - asinyak
e Q - asingqualil e Z - asinzebra

The children would have covered all 26 letters of the alphabet and completed Word
Building books RRO1-RR08 by the end of the term. You would notice, however, that
Y and Z are not in these 8 Word Building books. This is because we have revised our
phonics programme and will now include Y and Z in a supplementary workbook
which will be given to the children at no additional cost.

By the end of Nursery, the children should know
e the names of the 26 letters of the alphabet,
e the 26 letter sounds,
e the shapes of the 26 letters of the alphabet (upper and lower case),
e the 26 keywords (animal names).

We would like to invite you to have fun with your children in the following

activities.

e Look at book titles, magazine titles, labels, advertisements, posters, etc. to
see the different ways they are written. You might want to get your child to
copy some of the styles of printing and writing.

e Let your child write his/her name in as many different ways as possible. Use a
variety of coloured writing tools. Your child may wish to decorate his/her
name.

e You may also choose to draw the outline of letters to form your child’s name.
This should be big so that your child can decorate or colour the letters.

e Connections to literacy can occur outdoors at the playground or at the
shopping centre. You can point out signs and labels, and draw your child’s
attention to the letters and beginning sounds that they have covered.
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Curriculum & Suggested Activities

Mathematics

Revision of numbers 1 — 10

Rote counting to 20

Recognising numerals 1 — 20

Writing of numbers 1 - 10

Heavy or light

More or less

Shapes & patterns

Ordinal numbers — first, second and so on

Here are some suggested activities you might like to do with your child.

ABC Music & Me

Based on the story of the Goldilocks and the Three Beatisake porridge
with your child. Use language such as ‘more’ or ‘less’ when measuring the
ingredients. Talk about how you can add more cold water/milk at the end
to cool the porridge.

Provide pictures of different animals for the children to order by size.

Have a teddy bears’ picnic. Pretend that teddy is at a picnic with you and
your child. Ask questions such as, “Who has the biggest apple?” or “Who
has the most drink left?”

Allow your child to help with the weekly grocery shopping and involve
him/her using ‘size’ language e.g. ask him/her to point the biggest box of
cornflakes, etc.

ABC Music (Me

e Join the Parade!

In this unit, everyone gets to be in the band! Children will move to parade
and march music, listen to instruments from marching bands, and hear
about a boy who creates his own musical parade. It’s all about loud and
quiet. The children will learn the musical terms piano (quiet) and forte
(loud), then they’ll explore them in lots of different ways. Come along—it’s
time to Join the Parade!
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Curriculum & Suggested Activities
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Chinese Y

The emphasis in our Chinese programme is that children learn to listen to and
understand simple phrases, speak it confidently, and recognise simple
Chinese characters. To foster a love for the Chinese language, do continue to
give your child opportunities to listen to songs, rhymes and stories.
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e Transportation’ i
e Shapes
Beautiful gardens €
Toys 1

We would like you to help your child identify and name some of his/her
favourite toys in Chinese. There will also be a Show and Tell where your child
gets to talk about one of his/her toys.
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Vygotsky’s Key to Learningqwww.keytolearning.com)

Artographics: | Cultivates the essential skills required both for writing
and creative artistic expression. Develops “art vision” and
introduces different symbolic tools — composition,
rhythm and colour

R

Construction: | Develops mathematical language and goal directed
behavior. Children analyse the structure of objects, plan,
articulate their plans and execute them using building

blocks.
z’_":aé Creative Through shared activity, children discover symmetry and
L] Modelling: pattern by manipulating geometric shapes to create

artistic compositions representing the world around
them. Develops cooperative and social skills.

@@& Sensory Develops the ability to analyse the external, visual

Mathematics: | qualities of objects using sensory standards such as
colour, shape and size. It builds the foundation for the
development of mental abilities.
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General Information
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Annual Concert

22 October 2011
University Cultural Centre Hall

What a Wonderf ul

.
L

This year'sconcert Wh at a Wo n d e r f upfomilote ble gebanother
highly entertaining as well as meaningful one. Many of you who have older children
in the kindergarten have already made orders for the invitation passes for the
concerts. We would also like to extend an invitation to the rest of the families of the
Pre-Nursery & Nursery children to watch the concerts. Do check with the office
regarding availability of concert passes.

Do also take note of the following information regarding the Annual Concert.

There are NO CLASSES for the Pre-Nursery & Nursery children on these days:

20 & 21 October (Thu & Fri)
Full-dress rehearsals (which involve all the teachers)

24 October (Mon)
Post-concert holiday

.IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII.
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Partial refund of 2012 book fees

If your child is continuing with us in 2012, and you would like to reuse your older
child’s books, please collect the 2012 book list from the office.

You must bring in the full set of relevant books (labeled with your child’s name and

2012 class) to the office on the dates stated in the book list and you will be given an
immediate cash refund.
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General Information

Daily Temperature-taking

Every Friday is Fruit Day

We would like all children to bring some fruit to supplement the
meal time on Fridays. The fruit should be pre-cut (if necessary)
and easy to consume.

Take child’s temperature BEFORE child arrives in school.
Paste sticker (or masking tape) indicating child’s temperature on uniform.
Children with a fever (237.5°C) are to be kept away from school.

Children who are sick should not board the bus or arrive in school only for us to
discover that they are unwell and have to be sent home. By that time, they may
already have infected other children.

If your child is unwell (fever, cough, sore throat, runny nose, vomiting, diarrhoea
and other infectious diseases), please keep him/her away from school.

Term 4 Fee Reminder (All fees stated include 7% GST)

The Term 4 fee is due on 16 September 2011.

Please make your cheque payable to St. James’ Church Kindergarten and write
your child’s name and class behind.

The GIRO/Baby Bonus deduction will be made on 16 September 2011. Please
ensure that there are sufficient funds in the account. For unsuccessful
deductions, a bank charge of $2.00 applies.

A late payment fee of $32.10 applies for all payment made after 16 September
2011.

Pre-Nursery Playgroup: $1,091.40
Nursery & K1: $770.40
K2: $470.40 (after deduction of $300 for the deposit paid)
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Our Vision
A preschool where every child
receives high quality and well-
rounded early education and
is nurtured according to
Christian principles

environment that nurtures
children’s holistic development
and to inculcate values based
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..... where every child matt er
Our Mission Our Core Values

To provide an optimal Respectful relationships
Nurturing environment
Teaching character values

by example

=4

on Christian principles
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v Chinese

The emphasis in our Chinese programme is that children learn to listen to and
understand simple phrases, speak it confidently, and recognise simple
Chinese characters. To foster a love for the Chinese language, do continue to
give your child opportunities to listen to songs, rhymes and stories.
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e Transportation’ i
e Shapes

e Beautiful gardens €
e Toys |

We would like you to help your child identify and name some of his/her
favourite toys in Chinese. There will also be a Show and Tell where your child
gets to talk about one of his/her toys.
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