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Term 4 Newsletter

From the Pr'wwipat’s deske

We have now arrived at the final term of the academic year. I'm sure the Pre-
Nursery and Nursery parents are generally amazed at the growth that has taken
place in their children in the course of the year. Remember what the first week was
like? For the parents whose children are in K2, there will be mixed feelings as your
children come to the close of their preschool years.

= Teachers’ Day Celebration

We would really like to extend our heartfelt thanks to the parents who coordinated
this event. All the teachers had to do was sit back and relax while the parents
handled the programme. The parents also provided a scrumptious and delightful
spread for the teachers. We felt so blessed!

Thank you once again to all the wonderful parents who made us feel so special. The
teachers are very appreciative of all your thoughtful gifts and gestures.

Annual Concert & K2 Graduation Ceremony

It’s that time of the year... the Annual Concert! This year, only the K1 and K2
children are involved, and as always, this will be a grand and special event for all,
especially for the K2 children who will be dressed in full graduation gown and
mortar board. It will indeed be a memorable event!

Finally...

| hope this term will be especially meaningful to the K2 children, many of whom
would have spent three to four years with us in St James’ Church Kindergarten.

7

Jacqueline Chung 7 &

Principal
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Term 4 Calendar

puT THIS ON YOUR
@ CALENDAR Public & School Holidays

e Children’s Day : Friday 7 October 2011

e Post-concert holiday : Monday 24 October 2011

e Deepavali : Wednesday 26 October 2011

e Hari Raya Haji : Sunday & Monday, 6 & 7 November 2011

Special Events

1. Children’s Day Celebration & Kindermusik Presentation (Nursery and Pre-Nursery)

Date : Thursday 6 October 2011

Time Regular school hours

A speci al Chil dren’s Day programme for the
2. Annual Concert Full-dress Rehearsal

Dates : 20 October 2011 (Session 1) — No classes for Session 2

21 October 2011 (Session 2) — No classes for Session 1
Time : 8.15am—-2.30 pm

NO CLASSES for-Rrgsery & Mrsery children on these 2 days

3. Annual Concert
Date Saturday 22 October 2011
Times : 10.30 am — 12.00 noon (Session 1 Concert)

2.30 pm —4.00 pm (Session 2 Concert)

4, Excursions
Dates : Wednesday 2 November 2011 (Sessions 1 & 3)
Thursday 3 November 2011 (Session 2)
Times : 8.15am —2.30 pm (Session 1)

8.15 am — 2.30 pm (Session 2)
11.45 am — 5.45 pm (Session 3)
Your tild comes to schoalnlyon the day of the excursion.

5. Year-End Class Party

Date : Wednesday 16 November 2011
Time Regular school hours
Attire Party clothes

Last day of school for RMursery, Nursery & K1 children

6. K2 Graduation Camp
Dates : Thursday & Friday, 17 & 18 November 2011
Time : 8.30am —-3.30 pm
A special camp faall our K2 childne
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Curriculum & Suggested Activities

| English
The next series of activities emphasise:

e letter sounds: Vv, Ww, Ee, Kk, Yy, Zz, medial vowels (a, €, i, 0, u),
diagraphs (sh, ch, wh)

e identifying beginning, middle & ending sounds of words

e blending of consonants & vowels (e.g. b-a, h-e-n)

e reading (readers and frequently used sight words)

e penmanship

We would like to encourage parents to work on some of these extension
activities in step with our curriculum.

LETTER & WORD RECOGNITION/LETTER SOUNDS:

¢ You will need some pieces of cardboard with individual letters written on
each card for this game. Place two letters that your child is familiar with in
front of the child. Call out one of the letters and have your child identify
the letter. When your child is able to distinguish between two letters, add
a third letter and so on, up to five letters.

e Look for your child’s favourite letters in the newspaper/magazines.

e Draw a letter on a piece of paper, and say its sound. Have your child think
of a word that starts with that sound. Write that word for your child to see.

e Have your child join other children to make body letters while lying on the
floor. Take pictures of the letter shapes for the children to see when they
have finished forming the letter.

FORMING WORDS:

e Have your child make a card to give to someone special. They can draw a
picture and sign their name. Your child might also write other letters or
words, such as the name of the person he or she is giving it to.

PRE-READING/WORD RECOGNITION:

e Here’s an upbeat approach to practising sight words or three-letter words.
Place a set of word cards face-down in a circle. Play some lively music and
ask your child to march around the cards. After a few seconds, stop the
music. At this signal, your child stops, picks up the card and reads the card
aloud. To continue, have your child set the card face-down, then resume
the music.

e Read a story and come up with different endings to the story.
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Curriculum & Suggested Activities

Mathematics

rote counting to 50

counting back from 10

ordering events

simple subtraction (within 10)

money (recognising different money denominations)
tens and ones (up to 20)

time (day & night, days of the week, order of events)
patterning

shapes & space

You can help your child become more aware of mathematics in the following

ways:

Pattern Rock: Get your child moving in rhythm as he/she recites
patterns. Teach her a stomp-stomp-clap pattern and have him/her
perform the movements several times until he/she gets the hang of it.
Then say “Pattern rock, pattern rock!” a few times while stomping and
clapping the syllables. Next, pick a pattern to recite to the rhythm, such
as red-red-blue, red-red-blue. Have your child recite the pattern with
you. Then leave off the last word of the pattern and have him/her fill in
the blank. Continue with other patterns that fit the rhythm.

An Orderly Day: Take photos of your child engaged in various activities
throughout the day. Display the photos in random order. After your
child has identified each activity, help him/her arrange the photos on
the table/bulletin board in chronological order. As your child works,
prompt him/her to use time-related vocabulary such as morning,
afternoon, evening, before and after. As an extension, label blank cards
with the corresponding times; have your child read each card and post
it by the appropriate photos.

Shape Safari: Go on a shape safari to look for shapes around the house.
To enhance the experience, make binoculars for your child by gluing 2
toilet roll tubes together.
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Curriculum & Suggested Activities

1] Chinese

The emphasis in our Chinese programme is that children learn to listen to and
understand simple phrases, speak it confidently, and recognise simple
Chinese characters. To foster a love for the Chinese language, do continue to
give your child opportunities to listen to songs, rhymes and stories.
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e |like my toys

e Different shapes

e Transportation

Here are some suggested activities you could try with your child.

e Go to a toy shop with your child and talk about the toys he/she likes.
Teach them the names of the toys in Chinese. The transportation theme
can be found in many toys, eg: dolls, toy cars. Use this opportunity to
introduce the names of different types of transportation with the toys.
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e Cut different shapes out of colour paper and ask your child to label these
shapes in Chinese. Let your child choose his/her favourite shapes and
make a picture out of these shapes on a piece of paper.
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General Information

./‘- ........................................... -
5 Annual Concert :
! 22 October 2011 i
: University Cultural Centre Hall !
. 1
' What a Wonder ful Wo,
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This year'sconcertWh at a Wo nder f upromiestad be get another highly
entertaining as well as meaningful one. The response this year is good and most
classes have 100% participation from the children.

Concert Invitation Passes
Orders for the concert invitation passes can be made already. Please use the order
form that your child would have received to place your orders.

Concert Preparations, Practices, and Full-dress Rehearsals

The children have started on their concert preparations, and all practices are held
during school hours, except for the full-dress rehearsals on 20 & 21 October and the
actual concert on 22 October. The regular curriculum will carry on as usual except in
the week running up to the concert.

Practices & full-dress rehearsals

All practices, except for the full-dress rehearsal, will be held in school during school
hours with minimal disruption to the regular curriculum. More information will be
given to you shortly.

Concert DVDS%

Every year, we videotape the children’s performance on the concert night. In
previous years, many parents have said that their children enjoy and never tire of
watching their own performance over and over again. Do consider purchasing the
DVDs to add to your collection of special childhood memories.

Partial refund of 2012 book fees

If your child is continuing with us in 2012, and you would like to reuse your older
child’s books, please collect the 2012 book list from the office.

You must bring in the full set of relevant books (labeled with your child’s name and
2012 class) to the office on the dates stated in the book list and you will be given an
immediate cash refund.
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General Information

Daily Temperature-taking

Every Friday is Fruit Day

We would like all children to bring some fruit to supplement the
meal time on Fridays. The fruit should be pre-cut (if necessary)
and easy to consume.

Take child’s temperature BEFORE child arrives in school.
Paste sticker (or masking tape) indicating child’s temperature on uniform.
Children with a fever (237.5°C) are to be kept away from school.

Children who are sick should not board the bus or arrive in school only for us to
discover that they are unwell and have to be sent home. By that time, they may
already have infected other children.

If your child is unwell (fever, cough, sore throat, runny nose, vomiting, diarrhoea
and other infectious diseases), please keep him/her away from school.

Term 4 Fee Reminder (All fees stated include 7% GST)

The Term 4 fee is due on 16 September 2011.

Please make your cheque payable to St. James’ Church Kindergarten and write
your child’s name and class behind.

The GIRO/Baby Bonus deduction will be made on 16 September 2011. Please
ensure that there are sufficient funds in the account. For unsuccessful
deductions, a bank charge of $2.00 applies.

A late payment fee of $32.10 applies for all payment made after 16 September
2011.

Pre-Nursery Playgroup: $1,091.40
Nursery & K1: $770.40
K2: $470.40 (after deduction of $300 for the deposit paid)
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Our Vision
A preschool where every child
receives high quality and well-
rounded early education and
is nurtured according to
Christian principles
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Our Mission
To provide an optimal

environment that nurtures
children’s holistic development
and to inculcate values based

on Christian principles

every

chil d

Our Core Values
Respectful relationships
Nurturing environment

Teaching character values
by example

=
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